
Americus City Council Hears Concerns over Rezoning 
the Corner of Lee Street and Columbia Avenue

TRACY K. HALL

On Thursday, October 1, 
the Mayor and City Council 
held public hearings at the 
Rees Park Economic Building. 
Three members of the council 
were present, Lou Chase was 
excused due to a prior con-
flict, Nelson Brown joined the 
meeting via Zoom and Daryl 
Dowdell was absent with no 
reason provided. The council 
heard the public on rezoning 
3 different properties, the last 
one being located at the corner 
of Lee Street and Columbia Av-
enue where a proposed Dollar 
General is being considered.

On June 25, 2020, a change 
of zoning application was 
submitted to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission of the City 
of Americus. The application 
requested the commission 
to change the zoning desig-
nation of property located at 
South Lee Street and Columbia 

Avenue from Neighborhood 
Shopping (N-S) to Commercial 
(C-1). While the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, made 
up of citizens, did approve the 
rezoning request, the staff rec-
ommendation was to not make 
the change in designation.

Presenting to the council 
were those in favor of rezoning 
as well as those not in favor. In 
the name of expediency, each 
side was given 30 minutes to 
present their case. An attorney 
from Cumming, Georgia for 
Teramore Development, LLC 
presented his client’s case for 
the rezoning. He made the 
point that the property has 
ample streets to access the 
Dollar General. Additionally, 
the community planning of 
the property, submitted by the 
City of Americus, encourages 
the property to be used in such 
a manner as the Dollar Gen-
eral would allow for. He went 
on to discuss how his client’s 

plans allow for the required 
landscaping and would pro-
vide lighting which would not 
over pollute the surrounding 
area. He spoke of the proposed 
structure of the store. It would 
have ample space to fit onto 
the property. He made a case 
that the structure would be 
attractive in appearance and 
the goal of Teramore is to 
enhance the city. The attorney 
also made mention of how the 
development would bring tax 
dollars into the city. Teramore 
had a traffic engineer assess 
the intersection, his report in-
dicated that based on 13 hours 
on September 22nd, no traffic 
management signs/signals 
would need to be reconfig-
ured. The only recommenda-
tion he made was to clean up 
some bushes and low hanging 
limbs to make the intersection 
easier to navigate for the driv-
er. Mayor Blount asked what 
day of the week September 22nd 

fell on, and it was determined 
to be a Tuesday. The point was 
made the date did not allow 
for COVID lowering traffic, nor 
the fact that Furlow Charter 
School or Georgia Southwest-
ern had class on that day.

Presenting for those not 
in favor of the rezoning was 
an attorney out of Dawson, 
Georgia. He made note that a 
petition had been created and 
the council has received many 
calls on behalf of citizens who 
are not in favor of the rezon-
ing. The attorney made it clear 
that the city’s own employees 
had recommended against the 
rezoning. Conversely to Ter-
amore’s attorney, he pointed 
out the area is perhaps one 
of the most pedestrian areas 
in the city, as Lee Street and 
to a lesser extent, Columbia 
Avenue is an often used for 
exercise. As the concerned 

Sumter County Sheriff’s Office asks citizens to 
participate in National Faith & Blue Weekend

As law enforcement ad-
dresses the civil unrest and 
public health concerns across 
the United States we need our 
communities support united 
now more than ever. The Sum-
ter County Sheriff’s Office has 
partnered with the US DOJ of 
COPS and other professional 
organizations in an effort to 

strengthen the relationships 
with our communities and 
law enforcement. In doing so, 
we ask that you participate in 
an upcoming event, Nation-
al Faith & Blue Weekend, 
scheduled for Friday, October 
9, 2020 – Monday, October 12, 
2020. This nationwide event 
will hopefully enhance our 

community’s connection with 
law enforcement.

Our initiative as part of 
this event is to ask that you 
have the Sumter County Sher-
iff’s Office staff added to your 
prayer list for Sunday October 
11, 2020. More information 
about this event can be found 
at www.faithandblue.org

Please help our communi-
ties build better relationships 
and join us for a day of prayer.
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From Hashtag to Reality: Sumter county chooses to 
#MakePeaceTheNews with Inaugural Peace Day celebration

In his “For Our World” 
poem – penned on Septem-
ber 11, 2001 – Mattie J.T. 
Stepanek calls out for unity 
amid chaos and peace among 
people, reminding us that 
“we have, we are, a mosaic 
of gifts – to nurture, to offer, 
to accept.” On Saturday, 
October 3, 2020, children 
and families and commu-
nity members and leaders 
gathered together to explore 
Mattie’s “Pathways2Peace” 
messages and to celebrate 
his vision of humanity as an 
amazing mosaic during the 
first annual Americus/Sum-
ter County Peace Day event.

Mattie died just before 
his 14th birthday more than 
16 years ago, but his spirit of 
hope and mission of cultivat-
ing peace is growing here in 
southwest Georgia. It was in-
credible to see about 100 folks 
– diverse in age and ability, in
race and religion, in political
views and personal pas-
sions – all make the choice to
#JustShowUp #WithPurpose-
4Peace on a Saturday after-
noon, and spend a couple of

SEE FROM HASHTAG, Page A2
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The inaugural Americus/Sumter County Peace Day celebration on October 3 at Lenny’s Farmers Market brought together young and old, leaders and families, who 
enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about the #Pathways2Peace messages offered by the late teen poet and peace ambassador, Mattie J.T. Stepanek. Peace 
Day has been celebration in Mattie’s home state of Maryland since 2004 (the year he died at age 13) in honor of his July birthday. Peace Day in Georgia is now 
celebrated in honor of the birthday of his friend and mentor, Former President Jimmy Carter.
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hours in conversation 
with both known and 
new neighbors, and par-
ticipating in activities 
that help people better 
understand how peace 
begins – with personal 
choices in attitudes and 
actions, and how peace 
can be achieved and 
sustained – with pur-
poseful choices in how 
we connect with others, 
despite differences.

Through music and 
art and just pure fun, 
we paused to consider 
that, as Mattie said, “in 
so many ways, we are the 
same… our differences 
are unique treasures.” 
Mattie reminds us that 
peace is not really about 
agreeing with other 
people, but about being 
with other people – in 
non-judgmental and 
supportive and kind 
ways.

Not a day goes by that 
I don’t miss my son – his 
wit and wisdom, and our 
daily conversations about 
things that matter, like 
people, and peace. Yet, 
here in Americus, not a 
day goes by that I don’t 
feel the essence of his 

existence as this commu-
nity continues striving to 
move peace from a pos-
sibility to an achievable 
and sustainable reality 
– person by person and 
place by place.

The people of Ameri-
cus have a powerful his-
tory that includes pain, 
but a history that also 
exemplifies purpose and 
a desire for progress and 
change. I am grateful to 
the children and families 
and community mem-
bers and leaders – those 
who celebrated Peace 
Day 2020 and those who 
have welcomed Mattie’s 
message and “Mama 
Peace” into the beautiful 
fabric of this city and 
county. I am humbly 
proud to be a part of 
the Americus/Sumter 
County mosaic, and I am 
excited about our “what 
next” as we continue the 
choice to connect and 
collaborate despite dif-
ferences, and to cultivate 
peace – for our children, 
for our future, and for 
our world.

Jeni Stepanek, PhD 
CEO/Chief Peace 
Officer,
Mattie J.T. Stepanek 
Foundation

Café Campessino celebrates Ribbon Cutting at 
their new location on GSW campus

On International 
Coffee Day, Georgia 
Southwestern State 
University (GSW) 
officially welcomed 
Café Campesino’s new 
location on campus 
with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on Thurs-
day, October 1. GSW is 
excited to expand this 
partnership and support 
a local business as well 
as small-scale farmers in 
other parts of the world. 
We can’t think of a better 
way to be connected to 
our community. Café 
Campesino put it best, 

“As coffee lovers know, 
coffee is so much more 
than a beverage. It’s 
a medium for human 
connection. Coffee cre-
ates and fosters com-
munities. It opens the 
doors for conversations, 
empathy and, ultimate-
ly, actions that can help 
foster a better ‘now.’ So 
it seems fitting that on 
this October 1, in the 
middle of a pandemic, 
on the 96th birthday of 
President Jimmy Carter, 
we gathered at his alma 
mater to bring people 
together... over coffee.”
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Mattie’s mom, Dr. Jeni Stepanek (aka “Mama Peace”) shared 
key elements of Mattie’s “Three Choices for Peace” and other 
“Mattie messages” during the opening and closing ceremonies 
– with Mattie’s “Peace Bear” buddy by her side. Mattie’s “On 
Growing Up (Part V)” poem (shared during both ceremonies) 
inspired participants to “seek, make, and bring peace” – and 
understand more about how to move from attitude to action 
though purposeful choices that support personal and community 
and global collaboration – and cultivate peace.

Local businesses and organizations supported the Mattie J.T. 
Stepanek Foundation in spreading Mattie’s messages during 
the 2020 Americus Peace Day celebration by sponsoring one 
of the many Peace Stations, which offered opportunities for 
conversation with leaders and neighbors, or hands-on craft 
activities such as creating face masks and penning messages 
of hope. Sponsors and supporters included Americus Rotary 
Club, Koinonia Farm, Furlow Charter School, T-31 Activewear, 
Pharmacentra, T&J Cool Treats, DJ Maurice, local artists, and the 
Sowega Circle of Peace drummers.

Karen Kinnamon and local artists helped Peace Day participants 
embrace Mattie’s message that “we are a mosaic of gifts” with a 
community mosaic activity that will continue being constructed 
across coming months. The finished art piece will be unveiled 
during a ceremony next spring. Mattie reminds us that “our 
differences are unique treasures” and that peace is not so 
much about “agreeing” with others, but rather, about “being” 
with others — in harmonious and supportive ways, despite 
disagreements and differences.

Throughout the 2020 Americus Peace Day celebration, participants 
shared #PeaceMessages - personal statements of hope or peace, 
of longing or forgiveness, of connection or challenges — on 
dissolvable papers that were poured into the new Mattie’s 
Peace Garden at Taraji, the new Georgia Field Office for Mattie’s 
Foundation, which is currently in renovation stages in a former 
Habitat for Humanity house at the edge of Downtown Americus.

Bill Harris, founder and co-owner of Café Campesino; Chris Cleveland, district manager for Aladdin; Jeff Hall, GSW vice president for Business 
and Finance; John Tankersley, food services director; Neal Weaver, GSW president; Tripp Pomeroy, CEO and co-owner of Café Campesino; 
Laura Boren, GSW vice president for Student Engagement and Success; Suzanne Smith, GSW provost/vice president for Academic Affairs




